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CRAFTSMANTWOYEARFULLWARRANTY

Fortwoyearsfromthedateofpurchase,thisproductiswarrantedagainstanydefectsinmaterialorworkmanship.Defectiveproductwill receivefreerepair

orfreereplacementifrepairisunavailable.

Forwarrantycoveragedetailsto obtainrepairor replacement,visitthewebsite:www.craftsman.com.

ThiswarrantycoversONLYdefectsinmaterialandworkmanship.WarrantycoveragedoesNOTinclude:

, Expendableitemswhichcanwearoutfromnormalusewithin thewarrantyperiod,suchasmowerblades,bladeadapters,belts,filters,orsparkplugs.

, Productdamageresultingfromuserattemptsat productmodificationorrepairorcausedbyproductaccessories.

, Repairsnecessarybecauseofaccidentorfailureto operateormaintainthe productaccordingto allsuppliedinstructions.

, Preventativemaintenanceorrepairsnecessarydueto improperfuelmixture,contaminatedorstalefuel.

Thiswarrantyisvoidifthisproductiseverusedwhileprovidingcommercialservicesor ifrentedto anotherperson.

Thiswarrantygivesyouspecificlegalrights,andyoumayalsohaveotherrightswhichvaryfromstateto state.

SearsBrandsManagementCorporation,HoffmanEstates,IL60179

Engine Oil: SAE 30

Fuel: Unleaded Gasoline

Engine: Briggs & Stratton

Model Number

Serial Number

Date of Purchase

Record the model number, serial number,

and date of purchase above.
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Thissymbolpointsout importantsafety instructionswhich, ifnot

followed, couldendangerthe personalsafetyand/or property of

yourselfand others.Readandfollow all instructions in this manual

beforeattempting to operatethis machine.Failureto complywith these

instructionsmayresultinpersonalinjury.Whenyouseethis symbol, HEED
ITSWARNING!

CALIFORNIA PROPOSITION 65

EngineExhaust,someof its constituents,and certainvehiclecomponents
containor emit chemicalsknownto Stateof Californiato causecancerand

birth defectsorother reproductiveharm.

Thismachinewasbuilt to beoperatedaccordingto thesafeoperation

practicesin this manual.Aswith anytype of powerequipment,

carelessnessorerroron the part of the operatorcanresultinseriousinjury.

Thismachineiscapableof amputating fingers, hands,toesandfeet and

throwingdebris.Failureto observethefollowing safety instructionscould

resultinseriousinjury or death.

Your Responsibility--Restrict theuseof this powermachineto

personswho read,understandandfollow thewarningsand instructionsin
this manualandon the machine.

SAVETHESEINSTRUCTIONS!

GENERAL OPERATION

Readthisoperator'smanualcarefullyinitsentiretybeforeattemptingto

assemblethis machine.Read,understand,andfollowall instructionson the

machineandin themanualsbeforeoperation.Keepthismanualina safe

placefor futureandregularreferenceandfororderingreplacementparts

Becompletelyfamiliarwith thecontrolsandtheproperuseofthismachine

beforeoperatingit.

Thismachineisa precisionpieceof powerequipment,nota plaything.
Therefore,exerciseextremecautionat all times.Thismachinehasbeen

designedto performonejob: to mowgrass.Donotuseit foranyother

purpose.

Neverallowchildrenunder14yearsof ageto operatethis machine.Children

14andovershouldreadandunderstandthe instructionsandsafeoperation

practicesinthis manualandonthemachineandshouldbetrainedand

supervisedbyanadult.

Onlyresponsibleindividualswhoarefamiliarwith theserulesof safe

operationshouldbeallowedto usethis machine.

Thoroughlyinspecttheareawheretheequipmentisto beused.Removeall

stones,sticks,wire, bones,toysandotherforeignobjects,whichcouldbe

trippedoverorpickedupandthrownbytheblade.Thrownobjectscancause

seriouspersonalinjury.

Planyourmowingpatterntoavoiddischargeof materialtowardroads,

sidewalks,bystandersandthelike.Also,avoiddischargingmaterialagainst

awall orobstruction,whichmaycausedischargedmaterialto ricochetback

towardtheoperator.

Tohelpavoidbladecontactora thrownobjectinjury,stayinoperatorzone

behindhandlesandkeepchildren,bystanders,helpersandpetsat least75

feetfrommowerwhile it isinoperation.Stopmachineifanyoneentersarea.

Alwayswearsafetyglassesorsafetygogglesduringoperationandwhile

performinganadjustmentor repairto protectyoureyes.Thrownobjects

whichricochetcancauseseriousinjuryto theeyes.

Wearsturdy,rough-soledworkshoesandclose-fittingslacksandshirts.

Shirtsandpantsthatcoverthearmsandlegsandsteel-toedshoesare

recommended.Neveroperatethismachineinbarefeet,sandals,slipperyor

light-weight(e.g.canvas)shoes.

Donotputhandsor feetnearrotatingpartsorunderthecuttingdeck.

Contactwith bladecanamputatefingers,hands,toesandfeet.

Amissingordamageddischargecovercancausebladecontactor thrown

objectinjuries.

Manyinjuriesoccurasa resultofthemowerbeingpulledoverthefoot

duringafall causedbyslippingor tripping.Donotholdonto themowerif

youarefalling:releasethehandleimmediately.

Neverpull themowerbacktowardyouwhileyouarewalking.If youmust

backthemowerawayfroma wallorobstructionfirst lookdownandbehind

to avoidtrippingandthenfollowthesesteps:

a. Stepbackfrom mowerto fullyextendyourarmsforward.

b. Besureyouarewell balancedwith surefooting.

c. Pullthemowerbackslowly,nomorethanhalfwaytowardyou.

d. Repeatthesestepsasneeded.

Donotoperatethemowerwhileunderthe influenceof alcoholordrugs.

Donotengagetheself-propelledmechanismonmachinessoequipped

whilestartingengine.

Thebladecontrolhandleisasafetydevice.Neverattemptto bypassits

operation.Doingsomakesthesafetydeviceinoperativeandmayresultin

personalinjurythroughcontactwith therotatingblade.Thebladecontrol

handlemustoperateeasilyinbothdirectionsandautomaticallyreturnto the

disengagedpositionwhenreleased.

Neveroperatethemowerinwetgrass.Alwaysbesureof yourfooting. A

slipandfall cancauseseriouspersonalinjury.Ifyoufeelyouarelosingyour

footing,releasethebladecontrolhandleimmediatelyandthebladewill

stoprotatingwithin threeseconds.

Mowonlyindaylightorgoodartificiallight.Walk,neverrun.

Stopthebladewhencrossinggraveldrives,walksorroads.



Iftheequipmentshouldstarttovibrateabnormally,stoptheengineand
checkimmediatelyforthecause.Vibrationisgenerallyawarningoftrouble.
Shuttheengineoffandwaituntilthebladecomestoacompletestopbefore
removingthegrasscatcheroruncloggingthechute.Thecuttingblade
continuestorotateforafewsecondsafterthebladecontrolisreleased.
Neverplaceanypartofthebodyinthebladeareauntilyouaresurethe
bladehasstoppedrotating.
Neveroperatemowerwithoutpropertrailshield,dischargecover,grass
catcher,bladecontrolhandleorothersafetyprotectivedevicesinplaceand
working.Neveroperatemowerwithdamagedsafetydevices.Failuretodo
socanresultinpersonalinjury.
Mufflerandenginebecomehotandcancauseaburn.Donottouch.
Neverattempttomakeawheelorcuttingheightadjustmentwhilethe
engineisrunning.
Onlyusepartsandaccessoriesmadeforthismachinebythemanufactureras
listedinthePartspagesofthisOperator'sManual.Failuretodosocanresult
inpersonalinjury.
Whenstartingengine,pullcordslowlyuntilresistanceisfelt,thenpull
rapidly.Rapidretractionofstartercord(kickback)willpullhandandarm
towardenginefasterthanyoucanletgo.Brokenbones,fractures,bruisesor
sprainscouldresult.
Ifsituationsoccurwhicharenotcoveredinthismanual,usecareandgood
judgement.

SLOPE OPERATION

Slopesareamajorfactorrelatedto slipandfall accidents,whichcanresultinsevere

injury.Operationonslopesrequiresextracaution.Ifyoufeeluneasyonaslope,do

notmowit.Foryoursafety,usetheSlopeGuideincludedaspartof thismanualto

measureslopesbeforeoperatingthis machineonaslopedor hillyarea.Iftheslope

isgreaterthan 15degrees,donotmowit.

Do:

Mowacrossthefaceofslopes;neverupanddown.Exerciseextremecaution

whenchangingdirectiononslopes.

Watchfor holes,ruts,rocks,hiddenobjects,orbumpswhichcancauseyou

to slipor trip.Tallgrasscanhideobstacles.

Alwaysbesureof yourfooting.Aslipandfallcancauseseriouspersonal

injury.If youfeelyouarelosingyourbalance,releasethebladecontrol

handleimmediatelyandthebladewill stoprotatingwithin three(3)
seconds.

Do Not:

Donotmowneardrop-offs,ditchesorembankments,becauseyoucould

loseyourfootingor balance.

Donotmowslopesgreaterthan15degreesasshownon theslopeguide.

Donotmowonwetgrass.Unstablefootingcouldcauseslipping.

CHILDREN

Tragicaccidentscanoccurif theoperatorisnotalertto thepresenceof children.

Childrenareoftenattractedto themowerandthemowingactivity.Theydonot

understandthedangers.Neverassumethatchildrenwill remainwhereyoulastsaw
them.

Keepchildrenoutof themowingareaandunderwatchfulcareof a

responsibleadultotherthantheoperator.

Bealertandturn moweroff ifa childentersthearea.

Beforeandwhilemovingbackwards,lookbehindanddownforsmall
children.

Useextremecarewhenapproachingblindcorners,doorways,shrubs,trees,

orotherobjectsthat mayobscureyourvisionof achildwhomayrunintothe
mower.

Keepchildrenawayfromhotorrunningengines.Theycansufferburnsfrom
ahotmuffler.

Neverallowchildrenunder14yearsofageto operatethismachine.Children

14andovershouldreadandunderstandtheinstructionsandsafeoperation

practicesinthismanualandon themachineandbetrainedandsupervised

byanadult.

SERVICE

Safe Handling of Gasoline:

Toavoidpersonalinjuryorpropertydamageuseextremecareinhandling

gasoline.Gasolineisextremely flammableandthe vaporsare explosive.

Seriouspersonalinjury canoccurwhengasolineis spilledonyourselfor your

clotheswhichcan ignite. Washyourskinandchangeclothesimmediately.

Useonlyanapprovedgasolinecontainer.

Neverfill containersinsideavehicleoronatruckor trailerbedwith a plastic

liner.Alwaysplacecontainersonthegroundawayfromyourvehiclebefore

filling.

Removegas-poweredequipmentfromthetruckor trailerandrefuelit on

theground.Ifthisis notpossible,thenrefuelsuchequipmentonatrailer

with a portablecontainer,ratherthanfromagasolinedispensernozzle.

Keepthenozzleincontactwiththe rimofthefuel tankorcontaineropening

at all timesuntil fuelingiscomplete.Donotusea nozzlelock-opendevice.

Extinguishall cigarettes,cigars,pipesandothersources

of ignition.

Neverfuelmachineindoorsbecauseflammablevaporswill accumulatein
thearea.

Neverremovegascaporaddfuelwhileengineishotor running.Allow

engineto coolat leasttwo minutesbeforerefueling.

Neverover-fillfuel tank.Toallowforexpansionof thefuel,donot fill above
thebottomof thefueltankneck.

Replacegasolinecapandtightensecurely.

Ifgasolineisspilled,wipeit off theengineandequipment.Movemachineto

anotherarea.Wait5 minutesbeforestartingengine.

Neverstorethemachineor fuelcontainernearanopenflame,sparkorpilot

lightasonawaterheater,spaceheater,furnace,clothesdryerorothergas

appliances.

Toreducefire hazard,keepmachinefreeofgrass,leaves,orotherdebris

build-up.Cleanupoilor fuelspillageandremoveanyfuel-soakeddebris.

Allowmachinetocoolat least5 minutesbeforestoring.
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General Service:

Neverrunanengineindoorsor inapoorlyventilatedarea.Engineexhaust

containscarbonmonoxide,anodorlessanddeadlygas.

Beforecleaning,repairing,or inspecting,makecertainthebladeandall

movingpartshavestopped.Disconnectthesparkplugwireandground

againsttheengineto preventunintendedstarting.

Checkthebladeandenginemountingboltsatfrequentintervalsforproper

tightness.Also,visuallyinspectbladefordamage(e.g.,bent,cracked,worn).

Replacebladewith theoriginalequipmentmanufacture's(O.EM.)blade

only,listedinthe Partspagesof thismanual.Useof partswhichdonotmeet

theoriginalequipmentspecificationsmayleadto improperperformance

andcompromisesafety!

Mowerbladesaresharpandcancut.Wrapthebladeorweargloves,anduse

extracautionwhenservicingthem.

Keepallnuts,bolts,andscrewstight to besuretheequipmentisin safe

workingcondition.

Nevertamperwith safetydevices.Checktheir properoperationregularly.

Afterstrikingaforeignobject,stoptheengine,disconnectthesparkplug

wireandgroundagainsttheengine.Thoroughlyinspectthemowerforany

damage.Repairthedamagebeforestartingandoperatingthe mower.

Neverattemptto makeawheelorcuttingheightadjustmentwhilethe

engineisrunning.

Grasscatchercomponents,dischargecover,andtrail shieldaresubjectto

wearanddamagewhichcouldexposemovingpartsorallowobjectsto be

thrown.Forsafetyprotection,frequentlycheckcomponentsandreplace

immediatelywithoriginalequipmentmanufacturer's(O.EM.)partsonly,

listedinthePartspagesof thismanual.Useofpartswhichdonotmeetthe

originalequipmentspecificationsmayleadto improperperformanceand

compromisesafety!

Donotchangetheengine'sgovernorsettingorover-speedtheengine.The

governorcontrolsthemaximumsafeoperatingspeedof theengine.

Checkfuelline,tank,cap,andfittingsfrequentlyfor cracksor leaks.Replace

if necessary.

Donotcrankenginewith sparkplugremoved.

Maintainorreplacesafetyandinstructionlabels,asnecessary.

Observeproperdisposallawsandregulations.Improperdisposalof fluids
andmaterialscanharmtheenvironment.

Accordingto theConsumerProductsSafetyCommission(CPSC)andtheU.S.

EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(EPA),thisproducthasanAverageUseful

Lifeofseven(7)years,or140hoursof operation.At theendof theAverage

UsefulLifehavethemachineinspectedannuallybya Searsorotherqualified

servicedealerto ensurethat allmechanicalandsafetysystemsareworking

properlyandnotwornexcessively.Failureto dosocanresultinaccidents,

injuriesordeath.

DO NOT MODIFY ENGINE

Toavoidseriousinjuryordeath,do notmodifyengineinanyway.Tampering

with thegovernorsetting can leadto a runawayengineandcauseit to

operateat unsafespeeds.Nevertamperwith factory setting of engine

governor.

NOTICE REGARDING EMISSIONS

Engineswhkh arecertified to complywith Californiaandfederal EPA

emissionregulationsfor SORE(SmallOff RoadEquipment)arecertified

to operateon regularunleadedgasoline,and may includethefollowing

emissioncontrolsystems:EngineModification (EM),OxidizingCatalyst(OC),
SecondaryAir Injection (SAI)andThreeWayCatalyst(TWC)ifsoequipped.

SPARK ARRESTOR

Thismachineisequippedwith an internalcombustionengineandshould

not beusedonor nearanyunimprovedforest-covered,brusbcoveredor

grass-coveredlandunlesstheengine'sexhaustsystemisequippedwith a

sparkarrestormeeting applicablelocalor state laws(if any).

If asparkarrestor isused,itshouldbemaintained ineffective working order

bythe operator. Inthe Stateof Californiathe aboveisrequiredby law(Section

4442 of the CaliforniaPublicResourcesCode).Otherstatesmayhavesimilar

laws.Federallawsapply on federallands.

Asparkarrestorfor the muffler isavailablethrough your nearestSearsParts

and RepairServiceCenter.



SAFETY SYMBOLS

Thispage depicts and describes safety symbols that may appear on this product. Read, understand, and follow all instructions on the machine before

attempting to assembleand operate.

• ®

imI

READ THE OPERATOR'S MANUAL(S)

Read, understand, and follow all instructions in the manual(s) before attempting to assemble and

operate

DANGER -- ROTATING BLADES

To reduce the risk of injury, keep hands and feet away. Do not operate unless discharge cover or grass
catcher is in its proper place. If damaged, replace immediately.

DANGER -- BYSTANDERS

Do not mow when children or others are around.

DANGER -- HAND/FOOT CUT

Keep hands and feet away from rotating parts.

DANGER-- THROWNDEBRIS

Remove objects that can be thrown by the blade in any direction. Wear safety glasses.

DANGER -- SLOPES

Use extra caution on slopes. Do not mow slopes greater than 15°.

WARNING--GASOLINE IS FLAMMABLE

Allow the engine to cool at least two minutes before refueling.

WARNING-- CARBON MONOXIDE

Never run an engine indoors or in a poorly ventilated area. Engine exhaust contains carbon
monoxide, an odorless and deadly gas.

WARNING-- HOT SURFACE

Engine parts, especially the muffler, become extremely hot during operation. Allow engine and
muffler to cool before touching.

WARNING: Your Responsibility--Restrict the use of this power machine to persons who read, understand and follow

the warnings and instructions in this manual and on the machine.

SAVETHESEINSTRUCTIONS!
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(OK)
15° Slope

X
(TOO STEEP)

15° Slope

_- _. Figure1

USETHiS SLOPEGAUGETO DETERMINE
iFA SLOPEiS TOOSTEEPFORSAFEOPERATION!

Tocheckthe slope,proceedas follows:
1. Removethis pageandfold alongthe dashedline.
2. Locateavertical objecton or behindthe slope(e.g.a pole, building,fence, tree, etc.)
3. Aligneither side of the slope gaugewith the object (SeeFigure1 andFigure2 ).
4. Adjust gaugeup or down until the left cornertouchesthe slope (SeeFigure1 andFigure2).
5.

_O._daShed._fine

If there is agap belowthe gauge,the slope is too steepfor safeoperation(SeeFigure2 above).

Figure2

Slopes are a major factor relatedto tip-over and roll-overaccidents which can result in severe injury or death. Do not operate machine on slopes
in excess of 15 degrees.All slopes require extra caution. Always mow across the face of slopes, nevermow up and down slopes.



IMPORTANT:Thisunit isshippedwithout gasolineoroil intheengine.Becertain

to serviceenginewithgasolineandoil asinstructedintheOperationsectionofthe

EngineManualbeforestartingorrunningyourmachine.

NOTE:Referenceto right andleft handsideof the LawnMowerisobservedfromthe

operatingposition.

OPENINGCARTON

1. Cuteachcornerof thecartonverticallyfromtopto bottom.

2. Removeall looseparts.

3. Removeloosepackingmaterial.

REMOVINGUNITFROMCARTON

1. Lift unit fromtherearto detachit fromunderlyingcartonmaterialandroll
unit outof carton.

2. Checkcartonthoroughlyforanyotherlooseparts.

LoosePartsin Carton

GrassCatcher

SideDischargeCover

EngineOil

Assembly

Attaching TheHandle

I. Removeanypackingmaterialwhichmaybebetweenupperandlower
handles.

a. Removewingnutsandcarriageboltshandleasshownin FigureI.

Donot loosenor removeadjacenthexheadscrews.

b. Whilestabilizingmowersoit doesn'tmove,pivotupperhandleupas

shownin Figure2. Donotcrimpcablewhilelifting thehandleup.

RemoveT-boltsfromthehandlebracketsasshownin Figure3.2.

Figure2

Figure3

,,J

Figure1
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3. Followthestepsbelowto completehandleassembly:

a. Pullupwardon thehandleuntil holesinlowerhandle(shownin

Figure3deckcutaway)lineupwith holesinhandlebracket.See

Figure4.

NOTE:Whenpullingupwardonhandle,makesureto notpullhandleall the

wayout.

b. InserttheT-boltsremovedinstepearlierthroughthehandle

bracketsandlowerhandleandtightensecurelyto securethehandle

inplace.SeeFigure4.

c. Reattachwingnutsandcarriageboltsremovedearlierinto lower

holesof handleasshownin Figure5.

4. Theropeguideisattachedto therightsideof theupperhandle.Loosenthe

wingknobwhichsecurestheropeguide.Referto Figure6.

a. Holdbladecontrolagainstupperhandle.

b. Slowlypullstarterropehandlefromengineandslipstarterropeinto

theropeguide.SeeFigure6.

c. Tightenropeguidewingknob.

d. Usecabletiesto securebladecontrolcableto lowerhandle.

Figure5

Attaching the Grass Catcher

1. Followstepsbelowto assemblethegrasscatcher.Makecertainbagisturned

right sideout beforeassembling(warninglabelwill beontheoutside).

a. Placebagoverframesothat itsblackplasticsideisat thebottom.

b. Slipplasticchannelofgrassbagoverhooksontheframe.SeeFigure7.

2. Followstepsbelowto attachgrasscatcher:

a. Lift reardischargedoor.

Figure4
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b. Placegrasscatcherinto theslotsinthehandlebracketsasshownin

Figure8. Letgoofdischargedoorsothat it restsonthegrasscatcher.

Toremovegrasscatcher,lift reardischargedooron themower.Lift grasscatcherup

andoffthe slotsin thehandlebrackets.Releasereardischargedoortoallowit to

closerearopeningof mower.

Attaching SideDischargeCover

Yourmowerisshippedasa mulcher.Toconvertto sidedischarge,makesuregrass

catcherisoffof theunit andreardischargedoorisclosed.

1. Onthesideof themower,lift themulchingcover.SeeFigure9.

2. Slidetwo hooksof sidedischargecoverunderhingepinonmulchingcover

assembly.Lowermulchingcover.Donotremovesidemulchingcoverat any

time,evenwhenyouarenotmulching.

Adjustments

CuttingHeight

Thereisacutting heightadjustmentleverlocatedabovethefrontandrearright
wheel.

1. Pulltheheightadjustmentleveroutwardtowardswheel(unitwill tendto

fallwhenleverismovedoutward).SeeFigure10.

2. Moveleverto desiredpositionforachangeincuttingheight.SeeFigure10.

3. Releaselevertowardsdeck.

IMPO2TAN_Allwheelsmustbeplacedinthesameposition.Forroughoruneven

lawns,moveeachheightadjustmentleverto ahigherposition.Thiswillpreventyou

fromcutting thegrasstoocloseto theground.

HandlePitch

Forconvenienceof operation,youmayadjustthepitchofthe handleasfollows:

I. Removewing nutsandcarriageboltsfromhandle.SeeFigure11.

2. Positionthehandleinoneofthethreepositionsthat ismostcomfortable.

SeeFigure11inset.

3. Secureintopositionwith wingnutsandcarriageboltsremovedearlier.

E

SideMulching
Cover

f

.................................

Figure9

\\

'\ \

Higher

Figure10

J

J

J

Figure8

Figure11

J
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f
Control

Recoil Starter

Grass Catcher

Deck Wash

Cutting Height

Adjustment
Lever

Side Discharge
Cover

Gas Cap

Mulch Cover

Cutting Height
Adjustment
Lever

Figure12

\

J

BladeControl

Thebladecontrolisattachedto theupperhandleof themower.Depressand

squeezeitagainsttheupperhandleto operatetheunit.Releaseit to stopengine
andblade.

SideDischargeCover

Yourmowerisshippedasamulcher.Todischargethegrassclippingsto theside

instead,follow the instructionsintheAssemblysectionto attachthesidedischarge
cover.

Thisbladecontrol isasafetydevice.Neverattempt to bypassitsoperation.

CuttingHeightAdjustmentLever

Oneadjustmentleverislocatedon theright rearwheelandoneislocatedonthe

rightfrontwheel.Bothlevershaveto beatthesamepositionto ensurea uniform

cut.Toadjustthecutting height,referto theAssemblySection.

DeckWash

Yourmower'sdeckisequippedwithawaterport on itssurfaceaspartof itsdeck

washsystem.Usethedeckwashto rinsegrassclippingsfromthedeck'sunderside.

Mulch Cover

Themulchcoverisusedfor mulchingpurposes.Insteadof collectingthegrass

clippingsin agrasscatcherorusingthesidedischargechute,somemowermodels

havetheoptionof redrculatingtheclippingsbackto the lawn.Thisiscalled

Keephandsandfeet awayfrom the chuteareaoncutting deck.Referto

warning labelon the unit.

TrailShield

Thetrail shieldisattachedto therearof themowerandisthereto protectthe

operatorfromflying debris.Donotusethemowerunlesstheshieldisfully

functionalandin place.

RecoilStarter

Therecoilstarterisattachedto therightupperhandle.Standbehindtheunit and

pulltherecoilstarterropeto starttheunit.

Oil FillCap/Dipstick

Referto theMaintenancesectionforinstructionsoncheckingtheoil.

mulching.
MeetsANSISafety Standards

CraftsmanLawnMowersconformto thesafetystandardof theAmericanNationalStandardsInstitute(ANSI).
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Besurenooneother than the operator isstandingnearthe lawnmower

while starting engineoroperating mower.Neverrunengine indoorsor

inenclosed,poorlyventilated areas.Engineexhaustcontainscarbon

monoxide,anodorlessanddeadlygas.Keephands,feet,hairandloose

clothingawayfromanymovingpartsonengineandlawnmower.

To Start Engine

Standingbehindthemower,squeezethebladecontrolhandleagainstupper
handle.

Holdingthesetwo handlestogetherfirmly,grasprecoilstarterhandleand

pullropeslowlyuntil resistanceisfelt, thenpull witha rapid,continuous,

full armstroke.SeeFigure13.Keepingafirmgrip onthestartercordhandle,

letthe roperewindslowly.Repeatuntil enginecranks.Lettheroperewind

eachtimeslowly.

Rapidretractionof starter cord(kickback)will pullhandand arm toward

engine faster than youcan let go.Brokenbones,fractures,bruisesor

sprainscouldresult.

To StepEngine

I. Releasebladecontroltostoptheengineandblade.

Wait for the bladeto stopcompletelybefore performing anywork on the

moweror to removethe grasscatcher.

UsingYourLawnMower

Besurelawnisclearof stones,sticks,wire, orotherobjectswhichcoulddamage

lawnmowerorengine.Suchobjectscouldbeaccidentlythrownbythemowerin

anydirectionandcauseseriouspersonalinjuryto theoperatorandothers.

Theoperation of any lawn mowercan resultinforeign objectsbeing

thrown intotheeyes,whichcandamageyour eyesseverely.Always

wear safetyglasseswhile operating the mower,orwhile performing any

adjustmentsor repairson it.

f

Figure13

UsingasMuicher

Formulchinggrass,removethegrasscatcherandsidedischargechutefromthe

mower.Foreffectivemulching,donotcutwetgrass.Ifthegrasshasbeenallowed

to growinexcessof four inches,mulchingisnotrecommended.Usethegrass

catcherto bagclippingsinstead.

UsingGrassCatcher

Youcanusethegrasscatcherto collectclippingswhileyouareoperatingthe
mower.

1. Attachgrasscatcherfollowing instructionsinthe"Assembly"section.Grass

clippingswill automaticallycollectinbagasyou runmower.Operatemower

untilgrassbagisfull.

2. Stopenginecompletelybyreleasingthe bladecontrol.Makesurethatthe

unit hascometo acompletestop.

3. Lift dischargedoorandpullgrassbagupandawayfromthemowerto

removethebag.Disposeofthegrassclippingsandreinstallthebagwhen

complete.

Ifyoustrikea foreign object, stopthe engine.Disconnectthe sparkplug

wire, thoroughly inspectmowerfor anydamage,andrepairdamage

before restarting andoperating. Extensivevibration of mowerduring

operationisan indicationof damage.Theunit should bepromptly

inspectedandrepaired.
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MAINTENANCESCHEDULE

EachUse

Beforeperforming any type of maintenance/service,disengageall controls

and stoptheengine.Wait until all moving parts havecometo acomplete

stop. Disconnectsparkplugwire and grounditagainstthe engineto

prevent unintended starting.

1stMonthor5hours

Annuallyor25hours

Annuallyor50hours

Annually

BeforeStorage

1. Engineoil level

2. Looseormissinghardware

3. Aircleaner

4. Unitandengine

1. Engineoil

1. Aircleanerf

2. Controllinkages/pivotsandwheels

3. Undersideof mowerdeck

1. Engineoil ff

1. Sparkplug

2. AirCleaner

1. Fuelsystem

Followthe maintenanceschedulegivenbelow.Thischartdescribesservice

guidelinesonly.UsetheServiceLogcolumnto keeptrackofcompleted
maintenancetasks.TolocatethenearestSearsServiceCenteror toscheduleservice,

callthefollowingtoll freenumber:l-888-331-4569.

1. Check

2. Tightenorreplace

3. Check

4. Clean

1. Change

1. Clean

2. Lubewith lightoil

3. Clean

1. Change

1. Replace

2. Replace

1. Runengineuntil itstopsfromlackoffuel,or

addstabilizerto afull tankof freshfuelprior

to storage.

Cleanmoreoftenunderdustyconditionsorwhenairbornedebrisispresent.Replaceaircleanerif verydirty.

ff Changeoilevery25hourswhenoperatingtheengineunderheavyloador inhightemperatures.
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Alwaysstopengine,disconnectsparkplugwire, andgroundagainstengine

beforeperforming anytype of maintenanceonyour machine.

GENERALRECOMMENDATIONS

Alwaysobservesafetyruleswhenperforminganymaintenance.

Thewarrantyonthislawnmowerdoesnotcoveritemsthat havebeen

subjectedtooperatorabuseor negligence.Toreceivefull valuefrom

warranty,operatormustmaintaintheequipmentasinstructedhere.

Changingofengine-governedspeedwill voidenginewarranty.

Alladjustmentsshouldbecheckedat leastonceeachseason.

Periodicallycheckall fastenersandmakesurethesearetight.

LUBRICATION

BladeControl

Lubricatepivotpointsonthebladecontrolat leastonceaseasonwith lightoff.This

controlmustoperatefreelyinbothdirections.SeeFigure14.

CleanEngine

Dallyorbeforeeveryuse,cleangrass,chaffor accumulateddebrisfrom

engine.Keeplinkage,spring,andcontrolsclean.Keepareaaroundand

behindmufflerfreeof anycombustibledebris.

Keepingenginecleanallowsairmovementaroundengine.

Enginepartsshouldbekeptcleanto reducethe riskof overheatingand

ignitionofaccumulateddebris.

Donotusewater to cleanengineparts.Watercouldcontaminatefuel

system.Usea brushor drycloth.

DeckWash

Yourmower'sdeckisequippedwith a waterport on itssurfaceaspartof itsdeck

washsystem.

Usethedeckwashto rinsegrassclippingsfromthedeck'sundersideandprevent

thebuildupof corrosivechemicals.CompletethefollowingstepsAFTEREACH
MOWING:

Pushthemowerto alevel,clearspotonyourlawn,nearenoughforyour

gardenhoseto reach.Removethegrassbagif attached.

Makecertain the mower'sdischargechuteisdirectedAWAYfromyour

house,garage,parkedcars,etc.

2. Threadthehosecoupler(packagedwith yourmower'sOperator'sManual)

ontotheendof yourgardenhose.

3. Attachthehosecouplerto thewaterport onyourdeck'ssurface.SeeFigure
15.

f

f

Figure14

_,,_ ....4\
\

/
/

/

/

/;

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Figure15

Turnthewateron.

StarttheengineasdescribedintheOperationsection.

Runtheenginefora minimumof two minutes,allowingtheundersideofthe

cuttingdeckto thoroughlyrinse.

Releasebladecontrolto stoptheengineandblade.

Turnthewateroffand detachthehosecouplerfromthewaterport onyour
deck'ssurface.

Aftercleaningyourdeck,restartthemower.Keeptheengineandbladerunning

for aminimumoftwo minutes,allowingtheundersideof thecuttingdeckto

thoroughlydry.
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BladeCare

Whenremovingthe cutting bladefor sharpeningorreplacement,protect

yourhandswith apair of heavyglovesorusea heavyragto holdthe blade.

Periodicallyinspectthebladeadapterfor cracks,especiallyif youstrikeaforeign

object.Replacewhennecessary.Followthestepsbelowfor bladeservice.

1. Disconnectsparkplugbootfromsparkplug.Turnmoweron itssidemaking

surethat theairfilter andthecarburetorarefacingup.

2. Removethebolt andthebladebellsupportwhichholdthebladeandthe

bladeadapterto theenginecrankshaft.SeeFigure16.

3. Removebladeandadapterfromthecrankshaft.

4. Removebladefromtheadapterfortestingbalance.Balancethebladeona

roundshaftscrewdriverto check.Removemetalfromtheheavysideuntil

it balancesevenly.Whensharpeningtheblade,followtheoriginalangleof

grind.Grindeachcuttingedgeequallyto keepthebladebalanced.

An unbalancedbladewill causeexcessivevibration when rotating at high

speeds.It maycausedamageto mowerandcouldbreakcausingpersonal

injury.

5. Lubricatetheenginecrankshaftandthe innersurfaceofthebladeadapter

with light oil.Slidethebladeadapterontotheenginecrankshaft.Placethe

bladeontheadaptersuchthatthesideof theblademarked"Bottom"(or

with partnumber)facesthegroundwhenthemowerisintheoperating

position.Makesurethat thebladeisalignedandseatedonthe bladeadapter

flanges.SeeFigure16inset.

6. Placebladebellsupporton theblade.Alignnotchesonthebladebell

supportwithsmallholesinblade.

7. Replacehexbolt andtightenhexbolt to torque:450in.Ibs.min.,600in.Ibs.
max.

Toensuresafeoperationofyourmower,periodicallycheckthebladeboltforcorrect
torque.

Blade

.............................................Blad_B_[lg{jppert_
J

@4........ Bolt

Figure16
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Neverstore lawn mowerwith fuel in tank indoorsor in poorlyventilated

areaswhere fuel fumes mayreachanopenflame, spark,orpilot light ason

afurnace,water heater,clothesdryer, orgasappliance.

PreparingTheEngine

Forenginesstoredover30days:

Topreventgumfromforminginfuel systemoroncarburetorparts,run

engineuntil it stopsfromlackof fueloraddagasolineadditiveto thegas

inthetank.If youuseagasadditive,runtheenginefor severalminutesto

circulatetheadditivethroughthecarburetor--after whichtheengineand

fuelcanbestoredup to 24months.

Whileengineisstill warm,changetheoil.

Cleanengineof surfacedebris.

PreparingTheLawnMower

Cleanandlubricatemowerthoroughlyasdescribedinthelubrication
instructions.

Donotusea pressurewasherorgardenhoseto cleanyourunit.

Coatmower'scutting bladewith chassisgreaseto preventrusting.

Referto PreparingtheEngineforcorrectenginestorageinstructions.

Storemowerinadry,deanarea.Donotstorenextto corrosivematerials,
suchasfertilizer.

Whenstoringanytypeof powerequipmentinapoorlyventilatedormetalstorage

shed,careshouldbetakento rust-prooftheequipment.Usinga lightoil orsilicone,

coattheequipment,especiallycablesandallmovingpartsof yourlawnmower

beforestorage.
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Disconnectthe sparkplug wireand grounditagainstthe engineto prevent

unintendedstarting. Beforeperforminganytypeof maintenance/service,

disengageall controlsandstopthe engine.Waituntil all movingparts

havecometo acompletestop.Alwayswearsafetyglassesduringoperation

orwhile performinganyadjustmentsorrepairs.

Thissectionaddressesminorserviceissues.Tolocatethe nearestSearsServiceCenterorto scheduleservice,callthe followingtoll freenumber:1-888-
331-4569.

EngineFailstostart

Enginerunserratic

1. Bladecontroldisengaged.

2. Sparkplugbootdisconnected.

3. Fueltankemptyorstalefuel.

4. Enginenotprimed(Ifequippedwith primer).

5. Faultysparkplug.

6. Engineflooded.

7. Blockedfuel line.

1. Sparkplugbootloose.

2. Stalefuel.

3. Ventingascapplugged.

4. Waterordirt infuelsystem.

5. Dirtyaircleaner.

6. Blockedfuel line.

Engineoverheats 1. Engineoil levellow.

2. Airflow restricted.

Occasionalskips(hesitates) 1. Sparkpluggaptooclose.

Idlespoorly 1. Sparkplugfouled,faulty,orgaptoowide.

2. Dirtyaircleaner.

Excessivevibration 1. Cuttingbladelooseorunbalanced.

2. Bentcuttingblade.

Mowerwill notmulchgrass 1. Wetgrass.

Unevencut

2. Excessivelyhighgrass.

3. Dullblade.

1. Wheelsnotpositionedcorrectly.

2. Dullblade.

1. Engagebladecontrol.

2. Connectwireto sparkboot.

3. Filltankwithdean,freshgasoline.

4. PrimeengineasinstructedintheOperationsection.

5. Clean,adjustgap,orreplace.

6. Waitafewminutesto restart.

7. ContactyourSearsParts&RepairCenterto havefuelline
cleaned.

1. Connectandtightensparkplugboot.

2. Filltankwithdean,freshgasoline.

3. Clearvent.

4. Runengineuntilitstopsfromlackoffuel.Refillwithfreshfuel.

5. Referto AirCleanerMaintenanceintheEngineManual.

6. ContactyourSearsParts&RepairCenterto havefuelline
cleaned.

1. Fillcrankcasewithproperoil.

2. Cleanareaaroundandontopof engine.

1. Adjustgap.Referto SparkPlugMaintenanceinEngineManual.

1. Resetgaporreplacesparkplug.

2. Referto AirCleanerMaintenanceintheEngineManual.

1. Tightenbladeandadapter.Balanceblade.

2. Replaceblade.

1. Donotmowwhengrassiswet; waituntil
laterto cut.

2. Mowonceat ahighcuttingheight,thenmowagainatdesired
heightormakeanarrowercuttingpath.

3. Sharpenorreplaceblade.

1. Adjustcuttingheightleveronrightfrontandrightrearwheelto
sameposition.

2. Sharpenorreplaceblade.

NEED MORE HELP?

o Find this and all your other product manuaLs online.

Get answers from our team of home experts.

o Get a personalized maintenance plan for your home.

Find information and tools to help with home projects.

b_e_gh_ te yei by Sears
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(ThispageapplicableintheU.S.A.andCanadaonly.)

Sears Brands Management Corporation (Sears), the California Air Resources Board (CARB)
and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U,S, EPA)

EmissionControl System Warranty Statement (Owner's Defect Warranty Rights and Obligations)

EMISSIONCONTROLWARRANTYCOVERAGEISAPPLICABLETOCERTIFIEDENGINES ANDTOCERTIFIEDMODELYEAR1997ANDLATERENGINESWHICHAREPURCHASEDAND
PURCHASEDINCALIFORNIAIN1995ANDTHEREAFTER,WHICHAREUSEDINCALIFORNIA,USEDELSEWHEREINTHEUNITEDSTATES(ANDAFTERJANUARY1,2001INCANADA).

California and United States Emission Control Defects Warranty Statement

TheCaliforniaAir ResourcesBoard(CARB),U.S.EPAandSearsarepleasedto explainthe

EmissionControlSystemWarrantyonyourmodelyear2000andlatersmalloff-road

engine(SORE).InCalifornia,newsmalloff-roadenginesmustbedesigned,built and

equippedto meettheState'sstringentanti-smogstandards.Elsewhereinthe United

States,newnon-road,spark-ignitionenginescertifiedformodelyear1997andlater

mustmeetsimilarstandardssetforthbytheU.S.EPA.Searsmustwarranttheemission

controlsystemonyourenginefortheperiodsof timelistedbelow,providedtherehas

beennoabuse,neglector impropermaintenanceofyoursmalloff-roadengine.Your

emissioncontrolsystemincludespartssuchasthecarburetor,air cleaner,ignition

system,mufflerandcatalyticconverter.Alsoincludedmaybeconnectorsandother

emissionrelatedassemblies.Whereawarrantableconditionexists,Searswill repair

yoursmalloff-roadengineat nocostto youincludingdiagnosis,partsandlabor.

Sears Emission Control Defects Warranty Coverage

Smalloff-roadenginesarewarrantedrelativetoemissioncontrolpartsdefectsfora

periodof oneyear,subjectto provisionssetforthbelow.Ifanycoveredpartonyour

Owner's Wa rra nty

Asthesmalloff-roadengineowner,youareresponsiblefortheperformanceof the

requiredmaintenancelistedinyourOperatingandMaintenanceInstructions.Sears

recommendsthat youretainall yourreceiptscoveringmaintenanceonyoursmall

off-roadengine,butSearscannotdenywarrantysolelyforthe lackofreceiptsor for

yourfailureto ensurethe performanceof all scheduledmaintenance.Asthesmall

off-roadengineowner,youshouldhoweverbeawarethatSearsmaydenyyouwarranty

coverageifyoursmalloff-roadengineorapart hasfaileddueto abuse,neglect,

engineisdefective,thepartwill berepairedorreplacedbySears.

Responsibilities

impropermaintenanceorunapprovedmodifications.Youareresponsibleforpresenting

yoursmalloff-roadengineto anAuthorizedSearsServiceDealerassoonasaproblem

exists.Theundisputedwarrantyrepairsshouldbecompletedinareasonableamount

of time,not to exceed30days.Ifyouhaveanyquestionsregardingyourwarrantyrights

andresponsibilities,youshouldcontacta SearsServiceRepresentativeat 1-800-469-

4663.Theemissionwarrantyis adefectswarranty.Defectsarejudgedonnormalengine

performance.Thewarrantyisnot relatedto an in-useemissiontest.

Soars Emission Control Defects Warranty Provisions

Thefollowingarespecificprovisionsrelativeto yourEmissionControlDefectsWarranty

Coverage.It isinadditionto theSearsenginewarrantyfornon-regulatedenginesfound

in theOperatingandMaintenanceInstructions.

1. WarrantedParts

Coverageunderthiswarrantyextendsonlyto thepartslistedbelow(the

emissioncontrolsystemsparts)to theextentthesepartswerepresenton the

enginepurchased.

a. FueIMeteringSystem

• Coldstartenrichmentsystem

• Carburetorandinternalparts

• FuelPump

b. Air lnductionSystem
• Aircleaner

• Intakemanifold

c. IgnitionSystem

• Sparkplug(s)

• Magnetoignitionsystem

d. CatalystSystem

• Catalyticconverter
• Exhaustmanifold

• Airinjectionsystemor pulsevalve

e. MiscellaneousItemsUsedinAboveSystems

• Vacuum,temperature,position,timesensitivevalvesandswitches
• Connectorsandassemblies

2. Lengthof Coverage

Searswarrantsto the initialownerandeachsubsequentpurchaserthat the

WarrantedPartsshallbefreefromdefectsinmaterialsandworkmanshipwhich

causedthefailureof theWarrantedPartsforaperiodof oneyearfromthedate

theengineisdeliveredto aretailpurchaser.

3. NoCharge

Repairor replacementof anyWarrantedPartwill beperformedat nochargeto

theowner,includingdiagnosticlaborwhichleadsto thedeterminationthata

WarrantedPartisdefective,if thediagnosticwork isperformedat anAuthorized

SearsServiceDealer.Foremissionswarrantyservicecontactyournearest

AuthorizedSearsServiceDealeraslistedin the"YellowPages"under"Engines,

Gasoline,""GasolineEngines,""LawnMowers,"orsimilarcategory.

4. ClaimsandCoverageExclusions

Warrantyclaimsshallbefiled inaccordancewith the provisionsof theSears

EngineWarrantyPolicy.Warrantycoverageshallbeexcludedforfailuresof

WarrantedPartswhicharenotoriginalSearspartsorbecauseof abuse,neglect

or impropermaintenanceassetforth intheSearsEngineWarrantyPolicy.Sears

isnot liableto coverfailuresofWarrantedPartscausedbytheuseofadd-on,

non-original,ormodifiedparts.

5. Maintenance

AnyWarrantedPartwhichis notscheduledforreplacementasrequired

maintenanceorwhichisscheduledonlyforregularinspectionto theeffectof

"repairor replaceasnecessary"shallbewarrantedastodefectsforthewarranty

period.AnyWarrantedPartwhichisscheduledfor replacementasrequired

maintenanceshallbewarrantedasto defectsonlyfortheperiodoftimeup

to thefirst scheduledreplacementforthat part.Anyreplacementpart thatis

equivalentin performanceanddurabilitymaybeusedin theperformanceof

anymaintenanceorrepairs.Theowneris responsiblefor theperformanceof

all requiredmaintenance,asdefinedintheSearsOperatingandMaintenance
Instructions.

ConsequentialCoverage

Coveragehereundershallextendto thefailureofanyenginecomponentscaused

bythefailureof anyWarrantedPartstill underwarranty.

Inthe USAandCanada,a24hourhot line,1-800-469-4663,hasamenuofpre-recordedmessagesofferingyouenginemaintenanceinformation.
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Congratulationsonmakingasmartpurchase.YournewCraftsman®productisdesignedandmanufacturedforyearsof

dependableoperation.Butlikeall products,it mayrequirerepairfromtimeto time.That'swhenhavinga RepairProtection

Agreementcansaveyoumoneyandaggravation.

Here'swhat the Repair ProtectionAgreement_ includes:

[] Expertservice byour10,000professionalrepairspecialists

[] Unlimitedserviceand nocharge forpartsandlaboronallcoveredrepairs

[] Productreplacementupto $1500ifyourcoveredproductcan'tbefixed

[] Discountof 25%from regularpriceof serviceandrelatedinstalledpartsnot coveredbythe agreement;also,25%off

regularpriceof preventivemaintenancecheck

[] Fasthelpby phone- wecallitRapidResolution- phonesupportfromaSearsrepresentative.Thinkof usasa"talking
owner'smanual."

Onceyoupurchasethe RepairProtectionAgreement,a simplephonecallisall that it takesforyouto scheduleservice.You

cancallanytimedayornight,orscheduleaserviceappointmentonline.

TheRepairProtectionAgreementisa risk-freepurchase.If youcancelfor anyreasonduringthe productwarrantyperiod,

wewill provideafull refund.Or,a proratedrefundanytimeafterthe productwarrantyperiodexpires.PurchaseyourRepair

ProtectionAgreementtoday!

Somelimitations and exclusionsapply. Forpricesand additional informationin the U.S.A.call 1-800-827-6655.

_Coveragein Canadavarieson someitems.Forfull detailscall SearsCanadaat 1-800-361-6665.

SearsInstallationService

ForSearsprofessionalinstallationof homeappliances,garagedooropeners,waterheaters,andothermajorhomeitems,in
the U.S.A.orCanadacall1-800-4-MY-HOME®.
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Customer Care Hot Line i_l

Get answers to questions, troubleshoot problems,
order parts, or schedule repair service.

Para respu estas a preguntas o problemas, y ordenar

1-888 31 569
ustom Hot

piezas o pedir servicio para la reparaci6n de su equipo.

To help us help you, register your product at www.craftsman.com/registration

Para poderte ayudar mejor, registra tu producto en www.craftsman.com/registration

Join the Craftsman Club today!

@

www.craftsman.com/signup

Receive exclusive member benefits including special pricing and offers,
project sharing, expert advice, and SHOP YOUR WAY REWARDS!

Como miembro exclusivo, recibe diversos beneficios como ofertas, precios especiales, proyectos
nuevos, consejos de expertos y nuestro programa de puntos SHOP YOUR WAY REWARDS!

® Registered Trademark / TMTrademark of KCD IP, LLC in the United States, or Sears Brands, LLC in other countries
® Marca Registrada / TMMarca de Fabrica de KCD IP, LLC en Estados Unidos, o Sears Brands, LLC in otros paises
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